
 

 

Media Release  

Book Launch: Kyora to Rotorua, Margaret Matthews, My Stories… 

“An example of ‘life wasn't meant to be easy’ but with determination can be managed and lived to 

the full.” 

Margaret (Peg) Matthews will be celebrating her 95th birthday with family and friends on Sunday, August 

2nd 12noon-3pm at The Glass House Function Room, Caulfield Racecourse in Melbourne. 

This soon to be 95 year old is no ordinary great grandmother and to celebrate this 95 year milestone will 

be officially launching her own book which will feature her life story, travel stories and research and 

Margaret Matthews will now be recorded in the Australian National Library.  

Kyora to Rotorua, Margaret Matthews, My Stories… is a collective of short stories about a remarkable 

and inspirational woman Margaret (Peg) Matthews born in 1920 who overcame ‘real life’ challenges and 

hardships to raise four children and during her life also recorded travel diaries of her ocean sailing 

adventures to Papua New Guinea in 1976 and of those she met along her way.  An articulate ancestry 

researcher and talented travel writer, Peg’s stories can transplant the reader into the story and feel the 

experiences she is discovering.  

Peg’s four children learnt their own life’s lessons through her strength of character, determination and 

her creative abilities ‘to be able to make something out of nothing’ are all self-made entrepreneurs who 

have admiration for their mothers positive spirit and her courage through difficult times.   A resourceful 

woman with a big heart who has opened her door to many including those who have ‘Walked the World’    

A message from the Author Margaret Matthews describes her story Kyora to Rotorua as “An example of 

‘life wasn’t meant to be easy’ but with determination can be managed and lived to the full”. 

 

eBook is available for media on request   

Author Interviews and photos available on request 
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